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A Comparison of Classroom Discourses between
CSL Expert Teachers and Novice Teachers

Xu Changhuo Liu Yajuan

[Abstract] This paper selects 100-minute spoken corpuses of two expert CSL teachers and
two novice CSL teachers of the primary Chinese classes (Part 2) and makes a comparative study
into the fluency, interaction, and complexity between them. As the results show, in fluency, the
novice teachers have higher average language speed, longer sentences, and generally stop 2. 1 times
that of expert teachers; in interaction, the novice teachers interact less with and have less language
turns with their students; in complexity of words, 1) although the novice teachers use more words of
the primary stage, they also use more words beyond the syllabus, 2) their frequency of verbs,
adjectives, and prepositions is also quite different from those of the expert teachers in that repetition of
new words is less than 30%, 3) in sentence complexity, the novice teachers generally use longer
sentences, but less marquee space in questions and less compound and complex sentences.

In view of the problems with the novice teachers, the present paper proposes corresponding
advices, and references for CSL teacher training.
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