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Are Chinese Heritage Learners just “Chinese llliterates”?

Yao Yuwen

[Abstract] Because we treat CHL as Chinese illiterates, we always try to teach them a lot
of characters without considering the quantity and levels of those characters or words as we do
for the “non-Chinese learners”. Also, we seem care little about the grammatical structures when
we set up the text for the CHL. At the same time, we put too much “Chinese culture” even the
“technical terms” of history in the text. Is that useful or effective? What kinds of learning
problems do they have? How about the backgrounds of culture and language? Do we need to
consider all of these before we start our text setting? We need to find out what problems are
caused by this kind of teaching method.

[Key words] Chinese heritage learner; learning Chinese as a second language; heritage

language teaching
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