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On the Phonological Features of
Ryukyu Mandarin Textbooks

Zhang Quanzhen

[Abstract] From the phonetic notations of the pronunciation found in the four kinds of
Ryukyu Mandarin Textbooks, we can infer the phonological features of the Mandarin which
the Ryukyu students learned in the 18" century or even later. Based on the works by many
scholars before, we have studied all the phonological features in the notes of those four kinds
of Textbooks, and tried to make clear the characteristics of the pronouncing system which
Ryukyu students studied and to discuss the root dialect of Mandarin at that time.
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