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Theory and Practice of the Classroom Exercise Design for
CSL/CFL Confusable Words Learning

Zhang Jin

[Abstract] The research on the discrimination of confusable words for Chinese as a
Second or Foreign language has its root in the study of synonyms and near synonyms. This
article first surveys and summarizes the research in the past two decades in this regard and
points out the lack of literature in the teaching techniques for confusable words. It then
explains the pedagogical need to design exercises that are communicative, contextualized,
scaffolded, and based on real life situations. Lastly, actual learning tasks are used to
exemplify such exercises for the beginning and intermediate-advanced levels, with “he,” “ye”
and “hai” as well as “jingli,” “jingyan,” and “tiyan” as examples.
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