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Sinological Studies Should Go beyond
Orientalism and Postcolonialism

Gu Mingdong

[Abstract] In cross-cultural studies of Sinology, the theories of Orientalism and post-
colonialism have evolved into a predominant paradigm, but research work on Chinese materials
relying on this paradigm often makes one feel as though one were scratching an inching toe on
the outside of shoes. This is because Sinology is essentially not a colonial discourse like
Orientalism. Moreover, both Orientalism and postcolonialism are politically oriented and
ideologically driven, easily leading to culture wars of conflicting discourses, which frequently
overlooks the basic goal of knowledge production and scholarship and cannot resolve scholarly
controversies. By reflecting on the various problems of Orientalism and postcolonialism in
Chinese studies, we may transcend their limits and limitations and locate a new theoretical
paradigm, which is Sinologism.
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