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Word Formation Conditions of Antisense Coordinated
Structure and Preliminary Explanation

School of Hanyu, Beijing Language and Culture University Zhang Jinzhu

[Abstract] As a special kind of Chinese vocabulary type, antisense compound has its
formation reasons and conditions. From the perspectives of grammar, semantics and phonetic, we
discuss the word formation conditions of antisense coordinated structure. Weak markedness of
antisense coordinated structure, strong iconicity, low-frequency use of conjunction in Chinese and
the Chinese cultural influence that promote the appearance of antisense coordinated structure and
push them into lexicalization. Antisense compound is a unique representation of Chinese culture in
lexical level, which has the typology research value.

[Key words] antisense coordinated structure; word formation; markedness; iconicity
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