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［摘 要］ 本文旨在探讨如何教母语为英语的初学者学习中文中的声调。声调可以说是
以英语为母语的初学者学汉语时的一大难点。在本文中，我们会探讨声调的特点，提出从英语
中的语前和重音入手，通过分析比较，帮助学生掌握中文声调。
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Ch inese Tones and Tones Teach ing 
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[Abstract] The purpose of the paper is to study how to teach tones in Chinese to English 
speakers. Tone is a tough issue for English speakers. In this paper, we discuss the properties of 
the tones, and propose that tones in Chinese can be taught to English speakers with the订

knowledge of intonation and stress in English. 
[Key words] tone group; intonation; Chinese tones; four tones'degree; tone sandi 

I. An Introduction of the Tones in Chinese

As is well known, Chinese is a pictorial language. Each Chinese character looks like a 

picture that carries a certain meaning and a specific pronunciation with an initial, a final, 

and a tone, moreover, it may and may not carries a grammatical function. "Initial" and 

"final" are the terms in Chinese phonetics. Initial includes all consonants in the initial 

position of a Chinese pinyin syllabus. "Final" refers to the vowels and vowel-n such as 

"an," "en," "ian," "ien," "uan," "uen" or vowel-ng such as "ang," "eng," " ong,"

"iang," "ieng," "iong" and "uang" and "ueng," or vowel-r compound such as "er. " For 
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