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A Survey on the Learning of Chinese Characters by
Students in Non-Chinese Character Regions

Li Juan Xu Hongxia Wang Yingfei Liu Yiting

[Abstract] The teaching of Chinese characters is one of the difficulties in teaching Chinese as
a foreign language, and it is even harder to teach them to students in the “non-Chinese character
regions”. By using questionnaire survey, testing and depth interview, this paper has studied how
the ninety international students at the Institute for International Students of Nanjing University
learn the characters, in an attempt to find out the major difficulties that international students
might meet in learning Chinese characters and to figure out effective strategies to help solve those
difficulties.
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