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[Abstract] Title: Oral Practice—the Key to the Internalization of Advanced Chinese. The
article is based on the author’s teaching of the third-year and fourth-year Chinese at an American
university. Each class meets three hours per week—a 50-minute class on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. The linguistic and cultural content of the texts poses great challenges to the students.
Reading comprehension alone takes a significant amount of time in addition to writing exercises.
Facing with such a task within limited contact hours with the students, it is easy for an instructor
to de-emphasize the speaking aspects willingly or unwillingly. This paper argues for the belief
that the speaking component is still of primary importance in the whole learning process at the
advanced and high-advanced levels and that the conscious elevation of oral proficiency level is a
determining factor for the internalization of the idiomatic language materials.
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