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[Abstract] The semantic characteristic of symmetric structures in Chinese lies in that the
structure as a whole has greater meaning than all its parts put together. This paper studies the
special semantic proliferation of this format under the theory of conceptual metonymy. After
examining a series of typical kinds of symmetric structures, the paper finds that the semantic
expression of such structures is mainly based on three types of conceptual metonymy, namely: 1)
the part representing the whole; 2) the category representing the property and 3) the scalar
representing the whole.
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