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[Abstract] Despite its rapid growth in recent years, Chinese language education in the
United States still faces numerous obstacles such as limited resources, insufficient budgets and
inexperienced educators. Among all of the obstructions, the most critical challenge is the lack of
systematic and effective teaching materials for American students. Based on teacher interviews
and student surveys, this paper analyzes two textbooks used in middle and high schools in the
metro Atlanta area and suggests criteria for developing Chinese language teaching materials that
meet the needs of diverse American young learners.

[Key words] teaching Chinese as a foreign language; teaching materials; middle and high
school in the U. S.
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Asking about family

English sometimes uses words to state the number of things, for example, a piece of paper, a
loaf of bread, a pair of shoes. Chinese, however, needs a measure word for everything, even
people. The common measure word used for people is gé I, To say one person, say yi gé rén
=t A ’

To ask How many people are there in your family? say Ni jia ydu ji gé rén? (REH LA ?
To answer the question, replace ji JL with the number of people.
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MR- FEPEENERR
Chinese Class Survey
Please either circle or write your answers for the following questions.
1. What grade are you in?
6™ 7h g 9t 10 11% 12* other:
2. What Chinese class are you in?
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 AP 1B

3. What are your reasons for taking a Chinese course?

a. school requirement b. very interested c. want to go to Chinese

d. other:

4, Do you use a textbook? a. yes b. No

5. Is the textbook useful? (If you answered yes to #4)

a. not useful at all b. somewhat useful c. useful d. extremely useful

6. What are the resources that you use to help you learn Chinese?
a. Textbook b. Workbook c. Flashcard d. Internet
e. CD f. Computer Software g. Other:

7. List the top 3 topics you want to study in the Chinesé class.
8. List the top 3 difficulties in learning Chinese language.
9. What do you like most about learning Chinese?

10. Will you continue learning Chinese next years? Why or why not?
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