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[Abstract] This essay explores the policies and strategies regarding how to
use precious classroom time to introduce cultural elements in order to effectively
teach Chinese as a second language. It argues against the views that languages
are treated as simple mechanic operations. It emphasizes the fact that language is
an important part of culture and that communication skills are deeply influenced
by the understanding of cultural patterns. The authors explain why an important
key for success in teaching Chinese is to optimize cultural teaching.
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Culture is defined as the shared patterﬁs of behaviors and interactions, cog-
nitive constructs, and affective understanding that are learned through a process
of socialization. These shared patterns identify the members of a culture group
while also distinguishing those of another group. (CARLA, 2009)
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