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[Abstract] How to provide students of Chinese with a favorable environ-
ment-to enhance their cognitive academic language proficiency (CALP) has al-
ways been a challenge confronting Chinese language teaching professionals and
researchers. This paper introduces how the “content-based instruction (CBI)”
method can help advanced level students of Chinese in achieving higher CALP
through an appropriate combination of their studies of Chinese language and Chi-
nese culture. “Scaffolding” method has been proved to be very effective in help-
.ing lead students in improving their abilities to analyze, synthesizé and communi-
cate in Chinese. Some useful task-based class activities are also introduced to be
used at different stages of teaching.

[Key Words| CBI; culture; language; Scaffolding
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® Krashen, S. The input hypothesis: Issues and implications. 1985. New York: Longman.
@ Davies, Stephen, Content Based Instruction in EFL Contexts. The Internet TESL Journal, Vol. IX, No. 2.
2003. http://iteslj. org/ Articles/Davies-CBI. html.
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® ACTFL. National Standard for Foreign Language Learning in the 21¢ Century. 1998. http://www. actfl:
org/ida/pages/index. cfm? pageid=3392.

® - Yankelovich, Daniel. Quoted from Moderrn Language Association Report . Transforming College and Univer-
sity Foreign Language Department. Blackwell Publishing , Washington ,DC. 2008.

® Akaka, Daniel. Quoted from Moderrn Language Association Report . Transforming College and University
Foreign Language Departments. 2005.
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® Wood, D., Bruner, J.S., & Ross, G. The role of tutoring in problem :%olving. ]ournﬁl of Psychology and
Psychiatry. 17. 1976.
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