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[Abstract] This article starts with a comprehensive exploration of the cur-
rent status and characteristics of computer-assisted Chinese instruction in the
training of listening, speaking, reading, and writing capabilities. Using *Penless
Chinese” as an example, this article also examines the revolutionary impact that
computers and network have so far brought to Chinese instruction. Finally, this
article .discusses some current  technologies and existing issues with regard to
computer-assisted Chinese instruction, and elaborates on three potential future
directions for computer-assisted Chinese instruction, suggesting that computers
and networking will go beyond being simply an auxiliary tool but become the in-
dispensable core of Chinese instruction.
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