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[Abstract] Based on the distinction between proficiency tests and achieve-
ment tests, this paper argues that the present Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) is
by its nature an achievement test. It has been used incorrectly as a proficiency
test and over—extended its boundary of application as an achievement test as well
that causes many of the applicational problems. To a better meet the needs of us-
er’s, the HSK should set up two different series of tests; a proficiency test and
achievement test to build upon comprehensive study and investigation of the Chi-
nese language performance structure and curricula contents respectively.
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